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Fair play & same rules between all players

Image source: Google



Does it really work?
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In theory In practice

“free riders” 

VS

fair play



Enforcement of current rules still an issue…
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CEFIC ANALYSIS OF 2021 CASES OF NON‐COMPLIANCE WITH THE EU CHEMICAL LEGISLATION

• 77 % of detected non‐compliances 
outside EU/EEA

• Increase in cases where the 
country of origin is unknown (18 
% 2021 vs 12% in 2020)



Lack of coordinated enforcement across Member States 
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Good enforcement requires coordinated action 



Future will bring more challenges
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More legislation
More generic restrictions 
(likely more derogations 

too)

More imports including 
e‐commerce

Limited resources
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350 pieces of EU legislation 
on prohibitions and 
restrictions 

40 + pieces of EU chemical 
legislation*

33 CMRs in textiles 

100/1000 ? Skin sens. in textiles

4000 Tattoo ink

10 000 PFAS

Percentage of internet users in 
France that shopped online in 

2022*

84 %

*Source: European e‐commerce report 2022, COM report



Can current enforcement practices keep up with online trends…

8Source: CBC news; Danish EPA; TIE Report; BEUC; ECHA news; Dnevnik.hr

Excessive levels of phthalates (321x higher 
than the EU‐permitted level) found in a 
toy bought online



…some including serious criminal activities 
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https://www.mygbl.eu/product/gbl‐cleaner‐1l/
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Zero tolerance approach to 
non‐compliance

Stronger and faster regulatory 
action



11

Enforceable restrictions 

More prominent role of the 
ECHA Enforcement Forum 

Better cooperation between 
enforcement and customs 

authorities (private sector can help)

Moderinizing legislation to 
include e‐commerce

‐ Having the means 
including analytical 
methods to enforce broad 
restrictions (e.g. 
microplastics, skin 
sensitisers in textiles)

‐ Include online platforms in REACH 
and CLP, coherence with other 
legislation 

‐ ECHA Enforcement Forum opinion 
needs to be considered in decision‐
making

‐exchanging data to swiftly identify 
“high risk profiles”

CEFIC JOINT STATEMENT ON ENFORCEMENT OF EU CHEMICAL LEGISLATION  



Concluding remarks

• Proper enforcement key to implement the EU Green Deal and the 
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability (CSS)

• Cefic fully endorses CSS actions on stepping up enforcement 
activities 

• Ready to help with development of analytical methods and 
cooperate with other actors
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Thank you
Contact: 
Dunja Drmač, Chemicals Legislation (REACH) Manager
Product Stewardship, Cefic
ddr@cefic.be

About Cefic

Cefic, the European Chemical Industry Council, founded in 1972, is the voice of large, medium and 
small chemical companies across Europe, which provide 1.1 million jobs and account for 15% of 
world chemicals production.  Cefic members form one of the most active networks of the business 
community, complemented by partnerships with industry associations representing various
sectors in the value chain.  A full list of our members is available on the Cefic website.
Cefic is an active member of the International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA), which
represents
chemical manufacturers and producers all over the world and seeks to strengthen existing
cooperation with global organisations such as UNEP and the OECD to improve chemicals
management worldwide
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